The following is a translation of Radio Farda’s one-hour evening news magazine on September 19, 2007:

[Background music and a female voice announcing: The best songs and the latest news on Radio Farda.]

[Translation begins here]

News with Radio Farda

US Secretary of State has traveled to the Middle East for a one-day visit. 

Israel has declared the Gaza establishment an enemy entity.

The Islamic Republic called the news of its cooperation with Israel unfounded.

[Niusha Boghrati]

It is 18:30 o’clock in Tehran.  It is 6:30 in the evening on Wednesday, 28th day of the month of Shahrivar, of the year 86, equivalent to September 19, 2007.  Good evening to you. 

What you are about to hear is Radio Farda’s evening magazine.  My name is Niusha Boghrati, your host for the coming hour.  We will review the latest news from Iran and the world by analyzing, discussing, and reporting these news items.  

Before we discuss news reports, we will take a look at the most important news from Iran and the world with Muhammad Zarghami.  He is at Radio Farda’s studio with the latest news.

Good evening to you Mr. Zarghami.

[Muhammad Zarghami]

Good evening to you too Mr. Boghrati.  We will start the news with some news from the Middle East.  US Secretary of State, Condoleezza Rice, entered Jerusalem to hold some discussions with Israeli Prime Minister, Ehud Olmert. Later on Ms. Rice will have discussions with Mahmoud Abbas, the head of the Palestinian Authority in the West Bank.  Ms. Rice’s trip is in preparation for the Middle East Peace Conference.  This conference was suggested by the US President and is supposed to take place towards the end of November in Washington.

Israel’s Cabinet declared the establishment in the Gaza Strip an enemy entity. This decision allows the Israeli Government to stop the supply of water, fuel, and electricity to the Gaza Strip, which is now being ruled by Hamas.  The firing of rockets from the Gaza Strip into Israel has been going on for almost every day and the Israeli Government is reviewing its options against these rockets. 

In South East Asia, in an interview with Pars News Agency, Mohsen Pakain, Islamic Republic’s ambassador to Bangkok, capital of Thailand, denied news reports that Iranian and Israeli delegations were cooperating to identify the corpses of Iranian victims of the plane crash in Phuket. Israeli newspapers had published some photos yesterday, reporting the cooperation between Israeli and Iranian officials in this regard.  

Jan’s Defense Weekly reported in its September 26 issue, that according to some sources at the Syrian Ministry of Defense, during an explosion that happened on June 26 of last year at a munitions factory in the city of Aleppo in Syria, other than 15 Syrian military personnel, a number of Iranian engineers of the missile factory were also killed.  Sources at the Syrian Ministry of Defense have told Jane’s Defense Weekly that the above-mentioned explosion happened during some tests to equip a Scud Missile with mustard gas.  Because of this explosion and the spread of mustard gas in this test, which caused the explosion of other chemical gases in the storage of the test area, a number of Iranian engineers also suffered severe burns and injuries.  At the time of this incident, two months ago, Syria’s official news agency said the reason for this explosion was the explosion of highly explosive materials.  This news agency also stated that debris caused injuries to 50 other people. 

Some news items about Iran’s nuclear program.  Germany’s Foreign Ministry stated that it was prepared to impose new penalties and sanctions against the Islamic Republic along with some other members of the United Nations Security Council.  Gernord Erber, Germany’s Deputy Foreign Minster said, “Until such time that the Islamic Republic is refusing to abide by the Security Council resolutions and continues uranium enrichment, there has to be continued pressure on that country.”  Germany and France further said that if the members of the United Nations Security Council were not able to reach an agreement regarding imposing more severe penalties and sanctions against Iran, they would be prepared to impose sanctions through the European Union, that are more severe than the current sanctions against the Islamic Republic. 

[Niusha Boghrati]

You heard the latest news and a review by Muhammad Zarghami.  Let us now talk about what we have to offer you in today’s evening news magazine.  Let us take a quick look at some of the news items that we will have in this news segment. 

[Background Music]

There are continued reactions to the statements made by France’s Foreign Minister.  The current head of the European Union has talked about possible new sanctions. 

Regarding the same subject matter, Condoleezza Rice has criticized Mohamed ElBaradei for his reaction to Bernard Koushner’s statements. 

There has been a rare diplomatic meeting between Tehran an Egypt.  There is the possibility of the beginning of a new chapter in these two countries’ relations and its effects on Iran’s volatile politics.

Israel’s has doubts about the number of advanced missiles that Iran has in its possession.  Reports regarding the deaths of tens of Iranian technicians in Syria.  

Efforts of the wife of a former FBI agent, who is vanished in Iran, to meet with Mahmoud Ahmadinejad in New York. 

In matters of human rights, political and cultural activists are arrested in Iran. 

A protest letter by more than 170 reporters.

In the next 24 minutes, you will hear all of these subjects and more in the first segment of today’s news magazine.  Please stay with Radio Farda. 

[Background Music]

[Niusha Boghrati]

In response to the statements made by French Foreign Minister, Bernard Kouchner regarding Iran, today Portugal’s Prime Minister, who is the President of the European Union, stated, “We will utilize any sanctions against Iran to prevent it from producing nuclear weapons.” 

Shahran Tabari, who is in London, had a discussion with Alex Bigom, an expert in Iranian affairs at the London International Institute of Politics, which we will listen to now. 

[Shahran Tabari]

I asked Alex Bigom, the expert in charge of Iranian affairs at the London Think Tank for British Foreign Affairs, what Jose Socratis, the Prime Minister of Portugal, and the current head of the European Union, meant when he said, “We would use all sanctions against the Government of Iran.”  

[Comments in English by Alex Bigom]

Well, I think the primary measure he’d be referring to is the possibility of greater sanctions against Iran, and they contain any form including targeting Iranian financial systems, some of the banks…

[Shahran Tabari (in Farsi)]

I believe what he means is expanded sanctions, especially targeting Iran’s financial and monetary system and some banks that have investments outside Iran.  In the last couple of weeks, there have been many discussions about possible military actions against Iran.  However, I believe the European Union still wants to try all other options.  Since he believes that the current sanctions have not been effective, he intends to impose new sanctions against this government.  
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